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Wichita
restricts
Chammg

of dogs

BY DIANE McCARTNEY
The Wichita Eagle

Wichitans who keep their dogs

chained will have to find anewway

to confine them, and those who
own vicious dogs will have to pay
more to keep them under changes
approved Tuesday to the animal
control code.

The Wichita City Council voted 6-
1 to restrict the tethering of dogs
and set tougher requirements for.
the owners of dogs that have been
found to be dangerous.

The antitether law allows dogs to
be “picketed” for three one-hour peri-
ods a day, separated by three hours.
Violators could face fines of $500.

Jack Brown, the city’s director of
environmental health, said the law

Please see DOGS, Page 3A

A pit bull rests in the shade while.
chained in his yard along 27th
Street North.

Jil Jarsulic/The Wichita Eagle

DOGS

From Page 1A

was prbposéd because tethering
is generally considered inhumane
and is thought to cause animals

- to develop “aggressive tenden-

cies.”
Speakers — including veteri-
narian Bill Skaer and Kim Janzen,

executive director of the Kansas
Humane Society — told the
council the new laws would help
reduce the problem of vicious
dogs in the community.

About 1,500 dog bites are
reported in Sedgwick County
every year, records show.

But Mindy Markley argued that
the law would result in more
dangerous dogs running loose —
at least in the Planeview neigh-
borhood, where she lives.

“The chain is there to protect
the community, just like the leash
law,” said Markley, who owns pit
bulls. “The lower-income people
are not going to.be able to buy

pens to put these dogs in.”

And people who can't afford
fences are not going to pay the
$100 annual registration fee that
the new laws require for owners

_of dangerous dogs, she sadid.

People who own dogs that have
been determined in a hearing to
be vicious are required to keep
them in a secure enclosure and
post warning signs. :

Under the new laws, they will
also be required to take out
$100,000 in liability insurance
and have the dog fitted with an
identifying microchip.

Paul Gray, the only council
member to vote against the new
laws, said he keeps a “well-man-
nered” pit bull ied on a chain at a
construction site.

Because the dog is large, “can
chew through a chain-link fence”

_ and is too old to house-train, “I

don’t have the option of taking
this dog inside,” he said.

Gray also disagreed with the
opinion expressed by speaker
Ellen Querner, president of Pals
Animal Rescue, that the antiteth-

www.kansas.com

_ ing.

Dave Williams/The Wichita Eagle
EIIen Querner, president of Pals
Animal Rescue, speaks to the
Wichita City Council on Tuesday
about proposed changes to
dog ownership laws. The
council approved ¢changes
limiting the tethering of dogs
and strengthening
requirements for the owners of
dangerous dogs.

er law would help the city’s
problem with illegal dog fight-

“Even if they don't tether, they
are still going to fight” the dogs,
Gray said.

Council member Carl Brewer
disagreed. He said he has seen
dogs in his neighborhood teth-
ered on “log chains, for the sole
purpose of preparing them to
fight.”

This summer, several dead pit
bulls, thought to be victims of
illegal dog fighting, have been
found dumped in Grove Park,
located in Brewer’s District 1.

Brewer said he frequently hears
complaints about dangerous dogs
on the loose, sometimes near
schools. -

“I'm not interested in risking a
child’s life,” Brewer said.

Mayor Carlos Mayans said the
laws may not solve all the city’s
problems with dogs, but “they are
probably a step in the right direc-
tion.”

Reach Diane McCartney at 268-6593
or dmccartney@wichitaeagie.com.




chhltans get time to comply with dog tethering law

BY JEAN HAYS
The Wichita Eagle

Wichitans who leave their dogs tied up

allthemnecannowfaéeﬁnes ofupto )

$500. .

now.

Animal control workers stress that they’"

want to work with dog owners and give. -

. them time to comply with the ordmance a

which took effect Friday. - .
“Living your life on the end 6fa cham
is not the best way to be,” said Deiinis

Graves, who supervises the city’s animal -

But most foﬂcs who v101ate thenew’
ordmance will get off with a warning for -

Ammal comrol workers will not drive: -

the streets looking for dogs that are. teth- -

ered, he said, but will investigate com-.

' plamts Enforcement w111 beona case-

by-case basis.
The city will take acnon if there are
other signs of obvious cruelty’or if it

‘appears that the owner has tied up.the .
. dog to make it more aggresswe for ﬁght- ;
“ing, he said.

At least 28 cities and six counues
nationwide, including Austin, Texas, and
Palm Beach County, Fla., have laws
restricting the tethering of animals.

Throughout the country, such ordi-
nances have sparked conﬂlcr between

control program “ wouldn’t ‘want to live -

who are cruel to or neglect their
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[unchainyourdog.org]
Wichita Anti-tether Law Considered a Success

The Associated Press

January 4, 2004, WICHITA KANSAS-- Although a few dog owners have been forced to give up their pets as a result of an
ordinance that limits how long peopie can keep their dogs tied up, most government officials and animal lovers consider the 3-
month-old law a success.

"We're pleased," said Ellen Querner, president of Pals Animal Rescue, which urged the City Council to adopt the anti-tethering
ordinance. "l guess | can say that we're pleased with the enforcement."But it will take time before we're going to be a totally chain-
free community. That doesn't happen overnight.”

At least 28 cities and six counties nationwide restrict the tethering of animals.

Dennis Graves, supervisor of the city's animal control program, said his department has written about 30 citations for violations of
the law. In other cases, he said, violators have been given warnings and an opportunity to find other ways to keep their dogs
without tethering them."It's depending on the severity of the situation," Graves said. "If a dog is chained with no food and water, on
a short chain, the owner is given 24 hours, a notice saying that we've observed this situation and we'll be back tomorrow. "If it's a
good setup, and they just need to fix some holes on a fence, we can work with them longer. We take each one on a case-by-case

basis."
[top]

ittp://www.unchainyourdog.org/news/040104 WichitaSuccess.htm 3/24/04
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From Page 1A

' said Jack Brown, the city’s envi-
ronmental health director.

About 1,500 dog bites are
reported in Sedgwick County
every year, animal control
records show.

Another proposal limiting the
amount of time a dog can be teth-
ered or chained was approved by
amajority of the city’s district
advisory boards and will also
move forward for consideration
by the council. '

Some animal experts think the
antitether ordinance, if passed,
could help solve the city’s prob-
lem with dangerous dogs.

Defining dangerous

The city’s current animal code
defines dangerous dogs as those
that have “exhibited a vicious
propensity toward persons or
domestic animals;” have attacked
' or bitten, or are kept for fighting.-

Owners of these dogs are now
required to keep them in a secure
enclosure and to post “beware of
dog” signs.

The new language proposed by
the city would also require dan-

gerous dogs to be muzzled when.

taken to or from the veterinarian.

Most of the district advisory
boards seemed to think that
“strengthening the dangerous dog
law was a good idea,” Brown said.

The controversial part of the
proposal was the addition of rot-
tweilers, pit bulls and mixes of
those breeds to the city’s defini-
tion of a dangerous dog.

Bill Stevens, who lost his legs
seven years ago, relies on his rot-
tweiler, Rowdy, to pick up his
keys, wallet or anything else he
might drop.

Forcing the service dog to wear

a muzzle “kind of defeats the rea-
son behind his training,” Stevens
said.

Veterinarian Lori Mitchell, who
also owns a rottweiler, said the
labeling of a dog as dangerous

just because it is a certain breed is

“ynfair and discriminatory.”

“] feel that we should hold the
dog owners responsible, not the
breeds,” she said. '

Many agree that holding own-
ers responsible is the key to solv-
ing the city’s problem with dan-
gerous dogs.

Responsible dog owners keep
their pets — including pit bulls
and rottweilers — “as companion
animals in their home, not in the
back yard and on a tether,” said
Ellen Querner, director of Pals
Animal Rescue and a former direc-
tor of the Kansas Humane Society.

She said she thinks the

has been tethering his dog to a tree stump in the back yard but

antitether law would help reduce
the number of people attacked by
vicious dogs as well as the prob-
lem of illegal dog fighting.

Chains fuel aggression

The antitether ordinance would
make it illegal for anyone to “con-
tinuously picket a dog for more
than one hour within a 24-hour
period.”

The tether must be at least 10 -
feet long and must not weigh
more than one-eighth of the dog’s
body weight. ;

The ordinance, Brown said, is
not intended for the person who
puts a dog outside for a short
time but for the “repeated situa-
tions where we see an animal”
that lives its entire life on a chain.

At least 28 U.S. cities and six
counties have ordinances restrict-
ing the tethering of animals.

Tethering is inhumane, Brown
said, and can make dogs aggres-
sive. Some people train dogs to
fight by keeping them on chains,
he said.

Querner showed board mem-
bers in District 1 photos of teth-
ered dogs from around the city.

“Dogs were not meant to live
on chains,” she said.

"Tethered dogs are not able to
protect themselves or their
owner’s property, Querner said.
They often will circle the area
that is available to them, destroy-
ing grass and embedding their
waste into the dirt, becoming an
odor and nuisance problem.

People who keep dogs tied up
have several common excuises,
Querner said: They can't afford a
fence; the dog jumps the fence;
the dog destroys their flower
beds; the dog jumps on the kids.

But there are solutions for all
those excuses, she said.

Brown said the one-hour time

limit was proposed for the ease of

law enforcement. It will be.easier

- hopes to find another way to keep him from jumping the fence.

for animal control to observe a
dog on a chain for one hour than
for a period longer than that, he
said.

From the district advisory
meetings he has attended, Brown
said he senses “general support”
for the antitethering law. “The
question was, ‘How do you
enforce it?’ ” he said.

If the law passes, animal control
will enforce it on a case-by-case
basis, said Dennis Graves, the
city’s animal control supervisor.

With 10 field staff members —
and two open positions that the
department hopes to fill — ani-
mal control will have to assign
priorities, he said.

A dangerous dog on the loose
would be a higher priority than a
dog on a chain, Graves said, “but

" that doesn’t mean we won't

address it.” r
Carl Ligon, who attended the
District 1 meeting, said he has

been keeping his dog on a 10-foot

cable but now realizes that is not
the humane thing to do.

“] agree something needs to be
done,” he said. “It’s important
that something be done if I love
my dog, and I do.”

Reach Diane McCartney at 268-6593
or dmccartney@wichitaeagle.com.

' g Fernando Salazar/The Wichita Eagle
Carl Ligon pets his dog, Blanco, a shepherd-rottweiler mix. Ligon

DETAMC

From Page 1A

found problems with the pro-

gram. !

Records show that, from 1999
to 2002, only about half of
DETAMC's students completed
the course. -

DETAMC also did not follow
certification procedures for parts
- supplied to Boeing Co., according

to a joint investigation by Boeing

“and the Federal Aviation

' Administration.

Former DETAMC workers told
The Eagle that they were told to
do personal chores for company
owners George Johnson, 73, and
his wife, Pamela, 51. _

Pamela Johnson and DETAMC
lawyers did not comment
Tuesday.

. Two federal investigations are
looking into how job training
grants were used in Wichita.

Mayans, who was not in office
when the city approved the -
DETAMC funding, said city offi-
cials should have seen the state’s
lack of support for DETAMC as a
“red flag.”

SRS officials decided to stop
contributing money to DETAMC
because the program seemed
ineffective, department spokes-
woman Stacey Herman said.

“It appears that we contiriue to
have a need for checks and bal-
ances in the process between the
staff and the City Council,”
Mayans said.

Council member Susan
Schlapp, who joined the eouncil
this spring, said that if the work-
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TETHERING?

® The City Council will
consider limiting the
length of time a dog can
be chained or tied up.

BY DIANE McCARTNEY
The Wichita Eagle

he Wichita City Council
will consider two changes
to the city’s animal control
code when it meets

Aug. 19.

One would beef up the require-
ments for owners of dangerous
dogs, and the other would restrict
the tethering, or chaining, of =~
dogs.

The anti-tether law is not
intended for the person who puts
a dog outside for a short time,
said Jack Brown, the city’s envi-
ronmental health director, but for
the “repeated situations where
we see an animal” that lives its
entire life on a chain.

At least 28 cities and six coun-
ties nationwide have laws
restricting the tethering of ani-
mals.

What is wrong with keeping a
dog on a chain? What benefits —
to dogs and to the community —
could come from such a law?

Here are some answers from
the Humane Society of the
. United States:

Why is tethering dogs inhu-
mane?

Dogs are social beings that
thrive on interaction with
humans and other animals. A dog
chained in one spot for hours,
days, months or even years suf-
fers immense psychological dam-
age. An otherwise friendly and
docile dog, when continuously
chained, becomes neurotic,
unhappy, anxious and often
aggressive.

How does tethering dogs
pose a danger to humans?

Dogs tethered for long periods
can become highly aggressive.
Dogs feel naturally protective of
their territory; when confronted
with a perceived threat, they
respond according to their fight-
or-flight instinct. A chained dog,
unable to take flight, often feels
forced to fight, attacking any -
unfamiliar animal or person who
wanders into his territory.

A tethered dog that finally does
get loose from his chains may
remain aggressive and is likely to
chase and attack passersby and
pets.
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Jill Jarsulic/The Wichita Eagle

An ordinance to be considered by the City Council would make it lllégal to keep a dog, like this pit

bull, continuously tethered.

In addition to psychological
damage, dogs forced toliveona

chain make easy targets for other '

animals, humans and biting
insects.

Finally, dogs’ tethers can
become entangled with other
objects, which can choke or stran-
gle the dogs to death.

Are tethered dogs otherwise
treated well?

Rarely does a tethered dog
receive sufficient care. Tethered
dogs suffer from sporadic feed-
ings, overturned water bowls,
inadequate veterinary care and
extreme temperatures.

chained dogs are rarely given
even minimal affection.

Are the areas in which teth-
ered dogs are confined usually
comfortable?

No, because the dogs have to
eat, sleep, urinate and defecate in
a single confined area. Owners
who chain their dogs are also less
likely to clean the area. Although
there may have once been grass
in an area of confinement, it is
usually so beaten down by the -
dog’s pacing that the ground con-
sists of nothing but dirt or mud.

If a dog is tethered for a peri-

tether should be secured in such
a way that the tether cannot
become entangled with other
objects. Collars used to attach an
animal should be comfortable
and properly fitted; choke chains
should never be used. Restraints
should allow the animal to move
about and lie down comfortably.
Animals should never be tethered
during natural disasters such as
floods, fires, tornadoes or bliz-
zards.

Why should a community
outlaw the continuous tether-
ing of dogs?.

Animal control and humane
agencies receive countless calls
every day from citizens con-
cerned about animals in these
cruel situations. Animal control
officers, paid at taxpayer
expense, spend many hours try-
ing to educate pet owners about
the dangers and cruelty involved
in this practice.

A chained animal is caught in a
vicious cycle; frustrated by long
periods of boredom and social
isolation, he becomes a neurotic
shell of his former self — further
deterring human interaction and
kindness.

NEXT WEEK: Alternatives to
tethering. :
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