
 
 

 

 
April 12, 2018 
 
Stuart Boley, Mayor 
City of Lawrence 
6 East 6th Street 
PO Box 708 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
  
Dear Mayor Boley, 
  
In celebration of National Library Week, I am pleased to present Lawrence Public Library’s 
2017 Community Report.  
 
What an incredible year! The library welcomed Man Booker Prize Winner George 
Saunders, Freedom Rider Joan Trumpauer Mulholland, and music legend Jimmy Webb. 
Our year-end 2017 statistics reflect a community that loves and trusts its public library: 
 

● 668,412 visitors 
● 53,617 library programs attendees 
● 10,467 meeting room reservations 
● 105,552 computer sessions 
● 8,373 new library cards issued 

 
Best of all, Lawrence Public Library is a great steward of its public funds. According to the 
American Library Association’s Library Value Calculator, Lawrence Public Library provided 
$5.41 in services for every $1 of taxes it received in 2017. Its annual $4.4 million budget 
translated into expenditures of $45 per capita. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. We are proud of the progress that Lawrence Public 
Library made in 2017. It is a safe and welcoming space that is Lawrence’s place to learn, 
connect, create and grow. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brad Allen 
Executive Director 
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