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TERMS 
 
Conditional zoning  The attachment of special conditions to a rezoning that are not spelled out 
in the text of the zoning chapter. Conditions can  include restrictions as to use, size, design, and 
development timing and can be stipulated by the city council as a means to mitigate potential 
adverse impacts that could be expected to occur without imposing such conditions. (Conyers, 
Ga.) 
 
As a part of classifying land…into areas and districts [by the municipality] . . . the allowing of 
reasonable conditions governing the use of such property, such conditions being in addition to, 
or modification of, the regulations provided for a particular zoning district or zone by the overall 
zoning provisions of this chapter. (Campbell County, Va.) 
 
Spot zoning (See also floating zone) [A] change in district boundaries, variances, and other 
amendments to the zoning code and use and area maps that violate sound principles of zoning 
and are characterized by the following: (a) Individuals seek to have property rezoned for their 
private use. (b) Usually the amount of land involved is small and limited to one or two ownerships. 
(c) The proposed rezoning would give privileges not generally extended to property similarly 
located in the area. (d) Applications usually show little or no evidence of, or interest in, 
consideration of the general welfare of the public, the effect on surrounding property (including 
adequate buffers), whether all uses permitted in the classification sought are appropriate in the 
locations proposed, or conformity to the comprehensive plan or to comprehensive planning 
principles (including alterations to the population density patterns and increase of load on utilities, 
schools, and traffic.) (Coral Gables, Fla.) 
 
The zoning of a small land area for a use which differs measurably from the zoned land use 
surrounding this area. Land may not merely be so zoned in the interest of an individual or small 
group, but must be in the general public interest. Such zoning does not conform to the future 
land use plan and is not otherwise necessary in order to protect the health, safety, welfare, or 
morals of the community. (Hot Springs, Ark.)  
 
A change in the zoning code or area maps that is applicable to no more than a few parcels and 
generally regarded as undesirable or illegal because it violates equal treatment and sound 
planning principles. (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) Rezoning a lot or parcel of land 
to benefit an owner for a use incompatible with surrounding uses and not for the purpose or 
effect of furthering the comprehensive plan. (Temple, Tex.) 
 
An arbitrary zoning or rezoning of a small tract of land, usually surrounded by other uses or 
zoning categories that are of a markedly or substantially different intensity, that is not consistent 
with the comprehensive land use plan, and that primarily promotes the private interest of the 
owner rather than the general welfare.(Norfolk, Nebr.) 
 
Contract zoning (See also developer’s Agreement)  The establishment of conditions in 
connection with a rezoning that bind the developer and the community to its terms. Contract 
zoning has often been invalidated mainly because it is seldom specifically authorized in state 
enabling legislation. (American Planning Association). 
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Floating zone (See also spot zoning) An unmapped zoning district where all the zone 
requirements are contained in the ordinance and the zone is fixed on the map only when the 
application for development meeting the zone requirements is approved. (Iowa State University 
Extension Service) 
 
A zoning district that is described in the text of the zoning ordinance but not mapped as a specific 
district in a specific location. When a project of  sufficient size anywhere within unrestricted areas 
can meet certain other requirements, however, the floating zone can be anchored and the area  
designated on the zoning map. (Handbook for Planning Commissioners in Missouri) 
 
An unmapped zoning district that is established on the zoning map only when an application for 
development, meeting the zoning requirements, is approved. (Newport, R.I.) 


