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THE FLAME

“We Have Tomorrow — Bright Before Us, Like A Flame.” Langston Hughes

As the weather changes, keep your
activity levels up by registering for a
program with Parks, Recreation and
Culture. With options for fitness
classes, adult and youth sports,
special interest programs, and more,
there's something for the whole family!

Registration is now open for Fall
classes, so don't miss your chance to
join us for a fun-packed season.

Check out our programs and offerings
in the activity guide:
assets.lawrenceks.gov/Iprd/summer-

fall/fall26.pdf

City information is available at
lawrenceks.gov and on cable
Channel 25.

The Flame is published by the City
of Lawrence, 785-832-3000
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Two Familiar
Leadership Roles
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Lawrence is welcoming two new leaders, and
both of them already know the city well.

City Manager Majed Al-Ghafry has appointed
Lindsay Hart as the permanent Director of
Parks, Recreation and Culture, and Joe Hardy
as Chief of Lawrence-Douglas County Fire
Medical.

Lindsay Hart, Director of Parks,
Recreation and Culture (pictured left)

Hart isn't new to leading the department. She
served as interim director twice, once from
December 2023 to May 2024, and again
starting in October 2025. Each time, she kept
things running while managing challenges
like staffing changes, budget shifts, and new
service initiatives, all without losing sight of
what residents expect from their parks and
recreation programs.

She brings 22 vyears of experience in
municipal parks and recreation, including
work with multimillion-dollar budgets and
large teams across complex facilities. Now,
she'll lead the rollout of the city's newly
adopted Parks, Recreation and Culture
Master Plan.

"During the past 10 months, Lindsay has
repeatedly  demonstrated the  steady
leadership,  operational  expertise, and
collaborative approach needed to lead this
department into the future" Al-Ghafry said.
"Her appointment ensures continued stability
for the team, which is one of my top
priorities.”

Faces

Step Into New

=

Hart says the two interim stints
deepened her connection to the work.

only

"I've had the privilege of leading this
department through two interim
appointments, and those experiences have
only strengthened my commitment to our
staff, our community, and the important work
we do every day," she said. "I am passionate
about the future of Parks, Recreation, and
Culture, and | look forward to implementing
our new Master Plan while continuing to build
on the strong foundation our team has
created together.”

Joe Hardy, Chief of Lawrence-Douglas
County Fire Medical (pictured right)

Chief Hardy's story with Lawrence-Douglas
County Fire Medical goes back nearly 30
years. He grew up in Lawrence, joined the
department in 1997 as part of its very first
recruit class after the Lawrence Fire
Department and Douglas County Ambulance
Service merged, and has worked in almost
every role since: paramedic, engineer,
lieutenant, captain, battalion chief, division
chief of training, and, since December 2024,
acting fire chief.

He's also a second-generation firefighter. His
father, Robert Hardy, retired from the
department as a lieutenant back in 2009. Joe
Hardy is a proud member of the Choctaw
Nation of Oklahoma, with Native American and
Mexican heritage, and he's currently working
toward a business administration degree at
Haskell Indian Nations University.



Looking for some fun Fall happenings?

Check out the Autumn Harvest Festival and Walktober!

Fall is on its way and the Lawrence Parks,
Recreation and Culture Department (PRC)
has some great seasonal fun in store!

Autumn Harvest Festival:

This year's Autumn Harvest Festival will
take place on Sunday, October 4 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. in historic South Park.

This outdoor artisan fair will feature hand
made goods such as jewelry, paintings,
textiles, pottery, home décor and much
more. Attendees can enjoy food trucks,
live music, and a kids zone for families!

This event is completely free for the
community. We hope to see you therel!

Walk the Loop/Walktober:

Looking for a fun way to get outside in the
cool October temperatures? Join us every
week to explore the Lawrence Loop for

Walktober! These walks will take place on
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. throughout October
(Oct. 1, Oct. 8, Oct. 15, Oct. 22).

Each week participants will discover a new
part of the trail in one to four mile
segments. If you're just starting your
walking journey, don't worry. Walkers can
go as far as desired each week with no
pressure to reach a finish line or end
destination.

Come as you are and connect with fellow
community members. Walk the Loop is a
free event to the public and no registration
is required. Just wear your best comfy,
walking shoes.

Please visit |prd.org/specialevents or the
PRC Facebook events page for more
information on where to meet each week.
Let's come together and enjoy fall fun!

Stormwater Awareness Week

Small Actions Help Protect Local Water

Stormwater Awareness Week is celebrated
from September 21-25 and serves as a
great reminder that protecting local water
starts long before rain reaches a creek,
stream or river. But we don't have to only
think about protecting local water during
this one week, it's an important
consideration throughout the year.

In Lawrence, stormwater runoff flows
across streets, sidewalks, parking lots,
yards, rooftops and other hard surfaces.
Along the way, it can pick up grass
clippings, leaves, litter, pet waste, oil,
chemicals, sediment and other pollutants.
That runoff can then enter storm drains
and move through the stormwater system
toward local waterways, including the
Kansas and Wakarusa Rivers.

That means everyday choices across our
community can make a real difference.

City staff play an important role in this
work. Whether teams are maintaining
streets, caring for parks, inspecting
projects, managing facilities, responding
to resident concerns, supporting
construction, communicating with the
public, or helping keep operations running,
our work connects directly to the systems
that protect people, property and the
environment.

Stormwater Awareness Week is a chance
to highlight that connection and remind
ourselves of a simple message: only rain
belongs in the storm drain.

Here are a few ways we can all help
protect Lawrence’s stormwater system:

o Keep grass clippings, leaves and yard
waste out of streets, gutters and
storm drains.

e Pick up pet waste and place it in the

trash.
o Dispose of paint, automotive fluids,
cleaners, pesticides and  other

household hazardous waste properly.

e Report spills, dumping or blocked
storm drains.

e Wash vehicles and equipment in a way
that keeps soap, oil and dirty water out
of storm drains.

e Sweep sidewalks and driveways
instead of hosing debris into the
street.

Stormwater work is often most visible
during heavy rain, but the effort to protect
local water happens every day. It shows
up in how we design projects, maintain
infrastructure, respond to problems,
educate the public and care for shared
spaces across Lawrence.

This Stormwater Awareness Week, thank
you to everyone who helps keep our
stormwater system working and our local
waterways cleaner. Small actions add up,
and together they support a safer,
healthier and more resilient Lawrence.

Interested in exploring more about how
the City of Lawrence handles Stormwater
Management? Head to
lawrenceks.gov/mso/stormwater/.

Article continued from front page.

"Chief Hardy's appointment reflects a lifetime
of service to the Lawrence community and a
proven record of leadership within Lawrence-
Douglas County Fire Medical," Al-Ghafry said.
"He has earned the trust of his colleagues by
leading with integrity, investing in people and
demonstrating an unwavering commitment to
public service. We are proud to have him
leading one of Lawrence's most respected
organizations."

" am proud to work for Lawrence-Douglas
County Fire Medical and honored to continue
leading this outstanding organization into the
future,” says Hardy. "l believe in preserving our
traditions, strengthening our culture and
providing the highest level of service to the
community we are privileged to protect.”

Both appointments point to something
important for Lawrence's next chapter:
leadership rooted in community, built by
people who have valued this city for years.

Construction, street maintenance and
special events can all affect how people
move around Lawrence. The City's Weekly
Traffic Update helps residents, businesses,
commuters, visitors and City staff plan
ahead with timely information about road
closures, lane reductions, active projects
and other traffic impacts.

The update is sent every Friday and gives
readers a convenient look at what to expect
in the week ahead. This is also a helpful
resource to share with residents, businesses
and community partners who have
questions about traffic impacts.

A quick reminder to sign up can help
someone avoid a surprise closure, adjust
their route or better understand the work
happening in their area.

The Weekly Traffic Update is easy to receive,
timely and sent straight to your inbox every
Friday.

Sign up at lawrenceks.gov/subscriptions.
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