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Introduction 

This Bicycle Parking Policy Review builds on two previous versions of the Downtown Bicycle Parking Inventory in 
2001 and 2011. The 2001 Inventory was conducted by the KU Transportation Center in coordination with the 
Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) and the 2011 Inventory was conducted by the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) in coordination with the BAC. These reports provided a better understanding of the state 
of bicycle parking in Downtown Lawrence and made recommendations to improve the quantity and quality of 
bicycle parking downtown. These efforts were fruitful, resulting in 22 new Inverted U racks and 3 bicycle corrals 
in the Downtown area. This added parking helped to fulfill another goal of those plans: improving the visibility 
of short term bicycle parking Downtown. 

This document expands the scope beyond Downtown and recognizes that policy and infrastructure gaps remain. 
It provides guidance on bicycle parking facilities for the Downtown area as well as the entire City of Lawrence. 
This document uses national guidelines and best practices as guides for developing recommendations. 

As the number of bicyclists in Lawrence increases, the following amenities will be an important part of 
establishing a safe and convenient bicycle network for commuters, everyday riders, and those using the system 
less frequently. 

Secure bicycle parking 

The Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals (APBP) describes secure bicycle parking as racks that 
support the whole bike in at least two places, not just one wheel. It should enable the user to lock the frame and 
wheels of the bike with a cable or U-shaped lock. Secure bicycle parking can take many forms such as Inverted 
ŮLƆ, ŵżŶƌŶſŸ ŶƂƅƅŴſƆ, Ƃƅ ŵżŶƌŶſŸ ſƂŶžŸƅƆ. 

In addition to design, secure short-term bicycle parking is typically visible to the public and can be seen from 
the destination of the bicyclist that is using it. Secure parking for long-term users may include bicycle lockers. 

 

Short-term parking, not secure Short-term parking, secure Long-term parking, secure bike locker 

Examples 
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Existing Policies 

Current city code states that it is unlawful for any person to: 

(A) Park a bicycle upon the streets, alleys, or sidewalks in such a manner as to cause a significant obstruction 
to a pedestrian or vehicle such that the pedestrian or vehicle is unable to safely travel upon the streets, 
alleys or sidewalks or to hinder or restrict access to handrails or ramps; or  

(B) To attach, affix, park, or lock a bicycle to a tree, fire hydrant, traffic control device or sign, street light, 
utility pole, or parking meter post serving a space designated for disabled parking. Bicycles in violation of 
this subsection may be removed and stored by the Lawrence Police Department. If the bicycle is not claimed 
by its rightful owner within a reasonable period, the Police Department may dispose of it in the same 
manner as it disposes of other unclaimed property.  

(C) It shall not be unlawful to attach, affix, park or lock a bicycle to a parking meter post, other than those 
parking meter posts serving spaces designated CODE OF 
THE CITY OF LAWRENCE 17-33 for disabled parking, so 
long as the person does not violate subsection (a) above. 

Because sidewalk space Downtown is limited, new efforts 
have been made to enforce these policies, encouraging 
bicyclists to use secure bicycle racks instead of trees, disabled 
parking meters, and light poles . Bicycles parked illegally will 
receive tags with the information in Figure 1, along with a 
map, informing cyclists of legal parking options and 
encouraging their use.  

City code exempts developments in the Downtown 
Commercial District (CD) from the requirement to provide off
-street vehicle parking.1 This presents a problem because the 
minimum required bicycle parking spaces based on the 
number of automobile parking spaces. Current land 
development code does not have any guidelines or 
requirements for on-street bicycle parking. 

Outside of the CD, off-street bicycle parking minimum 
requirements vary significantly depending on the type of use. 
For example, general retail establishments are required to 
have 1 bicycle parking space for every 10  automobile spaces 
while other uses do not require any bicycle parking.1 Current 
installation guidelines require certain surfacing, lighting, 
barriers, and structure, although other design guidelines 
(American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials [AASHTO]2, National Association of City 
Transportation Officials [NACTO]3, or Association of 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals [APBP]4) are not 
referenced.  

1 Lawrence, KS Development Code, Article 9. http://lawrenceks.org/assets/pds/
planning/documents/DevCode.pdf, pg 272 
2 AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities. https://
bookstore.transportation.org/collection_detail.aspx?ID=116 
3 NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide. http://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-
design-guide/ 
4 APBP Essentials of Bike Parking. http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.apbp.org/resource/
resmgr/Bicycle_Parking/EssentialsofBikeParking_FINA.pdf 

Figure 1: Bicycle Parking Education and Enforcement Tag 
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Existing Conditions 

Types of Bicycle Parking in Downtown Lawrence 

The City of Lawrence does not have bicycle parking rack design standards; as a result, there is a large variety of 
bicycle parking facilities found throughout the city and Downtown. All of the bicycle facilities found in 
Downtown Lawrence are classified as short term parking. Each type is defined and pictured below.  

Inverted U - Shaped like a U but oriented upside down. Each 
individual U shaped rack element can support two bicycles. 

Wave - Similar to the Inverted U; however, this rack is 
continuous and bicycles are parked perpendicular to the rack 
rather than parallel. Rack capacity is dependent upon rack 
size. 

Bollard - A single post with an attached oval or circular shape 
on each side. Each rack element can support two bicycles. 

Half-H - This rack looks like the lower half of the letter H. 
Each rack element can support two bicycles.  

Fence - This facility is the typical school yard bicycle rack. It 
has a comb pattern and provides front wheel support to 
bicycles. A fence rack requires users to alternate sides of the 
facility every other slot to reach maximum capacity on each 
individual rack.  Rack capacity is dependent upon rack size. 

Parking Meter Ovals - These are designed to support one 
bicycle or two bicycles if cooperatively locked together.  They 
are added to light or parking meter poles downtown to 
provide additional bicycle parking. There are 24 parking 
meter ovals in Downtown Lawrence.   

Special - Artistically designed racks with contextual 
significance. The most recent example of this type of rack is 
the specially designed Ride Lawrence bicycle racks. Rack 
capacity is dependent upon design. 

Trees, parking meters and other poles are sometimes also 
used by bicyclists to secure their bikes. Use of makeshift 
facilities can indicate the need for added bicycle parking 
capacity and/or the need to relocate some bicycle racks in 
an area.  

Inverted U Wave 

Fence 

Bollard Half H 

Special 

Meter Oval 

Bicycles parked on tree 

Violation of Article 9, bicycle parking code 


